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Republicans such as Hale. Lane of Oregon expressed his full sympathy
for the South and secession and denounced coercion. Saulsbury of Dela-
ware tried to pour oil on the troubled waters. The Democratic leader-
ship, however, was almost completely silent, a meaningful silence which
emphasized Clingman's argument that the constitutional guarantees
suggested by the President must be provided at once. The South, he
warned, would no longer permit abolitionists to circulate Helper's book
within its communities "arraying the non-slaveholders and poor men
against the wealthy." Clingman quoted a Texas colleague who described
the hanging of such advocates in his state during the summer just past.
On Thursday Speaker Pennington announced the House committee.
Of the fourteen Democrats who found themselves associated with six-
teen Republicans and three opposition, hardly any favored compromise.
Twelve were from slave states, and of these only Rust of Arkansas and
Millson of Virginia were going to take any positive steps toward con-
ciliation. The other two Democrats were from California and Oregon;
there was not a Douglas man on the committee. Even in Illinois where
they had a majority of the delegation, a Republican was chosen. The
Republican Thomas Corwin of Ohio was the chairman. If the Republi-
cans wished to kill compromise, they could not have chosen a better
committee for this purpose. When these appointments were announced,
Hawkins of Florida begged to be excused on the ground that his state
was practically out. Then Cochrane arose and made the keynote speech
for conciliation, urging Hawkins to join in this effort to save the Re-
public. A vote on Hawkins's request was postponed when both houses
voted to suspend until Monday.
The long week end was one of the most fateful in the entire history
of the Republic. It demonstrated that the fifteen ^states of the South
were not a united whole; and if the secession leaders had possessed
sufficient wisdom to see the real significance of this division, secession
would have been abandoned as hopeless. To be successful the new
enterprise needed the entire southern strength, which the division of
opinion indicated it could not get*
Three caucuses marked this fateful recess. The first on Thursday
evening was a gathering of the southern radicals. Everything had gone
against them in their efforts to unite the South, and they met to seek